
Year B 28th in Ordinary Time. 

Amos 5: 6-7, 10-15; Psalm 90:13-17; Hebrews 4: 12-16; Mark 10: 17-31 

What get’s in the way? 

In the gospel reading for today we meet an un-named rich man who comes to Jesus asking what 
he needs to do to inherit eternal life. It seems that he sees this as an acquisition like any other and 
he wants to know what what and how much he has to do. Jesus is very clear in his response: 
commitment to keeping the ten commandments is not enough. Jesus spells out the true cost of 
of what it means to be to be a follower of Jesus. The man comes and kneels before him in an 
attitude of worship - but Jesus effectively tells him that worship is not enough either - it is 
following Jesus in discipleship and accepting all that that really means that may lead to the 
eternal life he seeks. He tells him to go and sell all he owns, give the proceeds to the poor and 
then follow him.


The subject of money and how it should be used is one on which Jesus had a lot to say all in all. 
In Matthew 6:19 Jesus tells his listeners “not to store up riches for yourself on earth, where moths 
and rust destroy and robbers break in and steal”.  Again here Jesus seems to be saying that the 
way to heaven is to live without physical possessions. But is he really advocating that Christians 
should live hand to mouth? Having no possessions would seem to leave you totally dependant on 
others to provide for your needs and, for some, this raises an ethical issue about living off the 
handouts, and therefore off the hard work, of others. But the dependency that Jesus is advocating 
is supposed to be directed at God rather than other people. God has after all shown that he is 
quite able to provide for the needs of his people – as he did with the Israelites in the desert during 
the Exodus, and as he did with Elijah when he was hiding in the wilderness. There are examples 
of Christians who have lived this way – those who have taken up the monastic life for example, 
and people like George Muller who set up the Muller orphanage in Bristol, spring to mind.


George Muller moved to Bristol in 1832 to work at Bethesda Chapel alongside Henry Craik. While 
there he set up schools and supported missionaries. He set up 5 Day schools for boys and girls 
and in 1836 he set up an orphanage which by 1870 accommodated 1722 children in 5 houses. 
Through all of this he never made requests for financial support and he never went into debt. 
Many times he received unsolicited food donations only hours before they were needed for the 
children. Instead of fundraising he spent his time in constant prayer. In one well documented 
occasion, thanks was given for breakfast when all the children were sitting at the table even 
though there was nothing to eat in the house. As they finished praying, the baker knocked on the 
door with sufficient fresh bread to feed everyone and the milkman gave them plenty of fresh milk 
because his cart broke down in front of the orphanage.


But I don’t think Jesus is really advocating that all Christians should live like that. To be a disciple 
of Jesus means to fix your eyes on him alone and not be distracted by the worries and cares of 
the world including the pursuit of money and possessions. 


Page  of 1 3



John Wesley recognised that “money is indispensable to the everyday life of civilised nations. It is 
versatile and if Christians use it wisely it can serve many good purposes”. He said that if we lived 
like Adam and Eve or like the early church which held all things in common then we should not 
need it. But in our present state it is a gift from God and can provide the needy with food and 
drink, clothing and shelter. Christians can use it to help relieve suffering of all kinds.


So Wesley suggested 3 simple rules: Earn all you can; Save all you can; Give all you can. First, he 
says, we have a duty to earn all we can but within certain conditions. He says that even money 
can have too high a price. For example we should not earn money at the cost of life or limb; or 
take a job which injures health or deprives of sleep. If we are in an unhealthy job – we should 
change it.


We should not earn money at the expense of conscience – anything which breaks the laws of God 
or of the State. Wesley says he is particularly thinking of work which involves tax evasion! It is as 
wrong to defraud the state as to defraud your neighbour. Also, we must not make money at the 
expense of our neighbour’s wealth:  we mustn’t eat up other people’s profits, or their capital, by 
gambling or by allowing debts to run up, or by charging high rates of interest on loans to them. 
Under cutting a rivals prices is also excluded – we must not ruin a neighbours trade in order to 
advance our own.  We must not earn money at the expense of our neighbours health, body or 
soul. How different that approach is to the way most businesses are run!


In saving all we can – we must not throw our money away on worthless luxuries or extravagant 
lifestyles, gluttony or drunkenness. Cut out unnecessary expense and live simply. Don’t waste 
money on unnecessary clothes or ornaments, expensive furniture, paintings or books. Make your 
garden useful rather than elegant. Human wants are never satisfied, he says, our expectations are 
always rising – if you are using money to buy more of your vices you may as well throw it into the 
sea.


But earning and saving are not ends in themselves, says Wesley. Not to use the money  you have 
earned and saved is, in effect, the same as throwing it away – so the money earned and saved 
must now be used, preferably for the sake of others. It should be given away as much as you can. 
This is because the universe and everything in it belongs to God and all we have is held in trust. 
We are stewards of it rather than owners, and God has left instructions for its use. First you must 
provide for your needs – food and clothes enough to keep you healthy. Then you must provide for 
your family and household. Whatever is left should be used to do good for others – in doing this 
you pay to God what belongs to God.


Wesley says that we should ask ourselves these questions at any time we are going to spend 
money on ourselves or our family: 1) In spending this money am I behaving as though I owned it, 
or as though I were managing it for God?; 2) Am I doing this in obedience to his word – where in 
the Bible does it tell me to do this? 3) Can I present this action to God as a task done for him 
through Jesus? 4) Do I believe that what I am doing will meet with God’s approval?
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And then if there is still doubt then you should say this prayer:


Lord you know that I am thinking of buying this food, or clothing or furniture. You know that I am 
trying to be a good manager of the money you have given me. You know that I have been guided 
by your word in taking this course of action. Grant that what I am doing will be acceptable to you 
through Jesus. And may your Holy Spirit assure me that this labour of love will be rewarded in the 
hereafter.


What do you think- is that a way of life that is doable? We would have what we needed to be 
healthy and comfortable, and our surplus would go to help those in more difficult situations. It 
seems to me that hope comes from faith in the gospel of Christ. 


But actually I don’t think that this passage from Mark about the risk man is really about money at 
all. Jesus is using that as an example to teach us what it means to follow him. Jesus’ challenge to 
the man is not so much about his wealth but about the priorities in his life. In his case it was his 
wealth - his riches meant more to him than really following Jesus. This is about what gets in the 
way of developing or deepening our relationship with God. It might be wealth like the rich man 
here. But it could be other things as well. Possessions, sport, work, family, holidays, gambling, 
drink, drugs - a whole host of temptations that we can end up putting before our relationship with 
God. 


Whatever it is that gets in the way of developing our relationship with God is the equivalent for us 
of that rich man’s wealth. Will we take up the challenge to reflect on our lives and see if there is 
anything  that qualifies?


But there is one more thing that needs ti be noted from this passage - the camel and the eye of 
the needle. Can a camel go through the eye of a needle? It doesn’t need to be explained because 
it is just a proverb. The point is that some things are just not possible. No one can earn the right 
to eternal life and whatever the man had come saying he had done - it would not have been 
enough. Because you cannot earn your way to heaven. It is not possible.


Not possible for humans that is. But with God, all things are possible. Jesus reminds us that 
God’s kingdom is open to everyone who puts God at the centre of all they do. It is open to 
everyone who puts their faith in him. It is through the grace of God alone that we are able to 
inherit eternal life with him in heaven.


Amen
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