
Order of Service for Harvest / Climate Sunday 

Spoken invitation to worship:  
We gather today around our Creator God,  
 we are his handiwork, made for his glory.  
 We gather today, in the midst of his creation,  
 his beautiful, awe-inspiring creation. 

May we hear his invitation today:  
 
to care for the things he cares about,  

 to delight in the wonders of his world,  
 to join him in renewing creation. 

We join with all creation, 
 
to glorify our Maker and our God, 
 through Christ, our Lord. 

Amen.  

Hymn: 123 Come, you thankful people, come,  
Come, you thankful people, come, 

raise the song of harvest home! 

Fruit and crops are gathered in 

safe before the storms begin: 

God our maker will provide 

for our needs to be supplied; 

come, with all his people, come, 

raise the song of harvest home!


All the world is God's own field, 

harvests for his praise to yield; 

wheat and weeds together sown 

here for joy or sorrow grown: 

first the blade and then the ear, 

then the full corn shall appear - 

Lord of harvest, grant that we 

wholesome grain and pure may be. 


For the Lord our God shall come 

and shall bring his harvest home; 

he himself on that great day, 

worthless things shall take away, 

give his angels charge at last 

in the fire the weeds to cast, 

but the fruitful ears to store 

in his care for evermore. 


Even so, Lord, quickly come - 

bring your final harvest home! 

Gather all your people in 

free from sorrow, free from sin, 

there together purified, 

ever thankful at your side - 

come, with all your angels, come, 

bring that glorious harvest home!

 Henry Alford (1810-1871) 

adapted by Compilers of Hymns for Today's Church 

Psalm 19:  
 
The heavens declare the glory of God;  
the skies proclaim the work of his hands.  
Day after day they pour forth speech;  
night after night they reveal knowledge. 
They have no speech, they use no words;  
no sound is heard from them.  
Yet their voice goes out into all the earth,  
their words to the ends of the world.  
 
In the heavens God has pitched a tent for the 
sun. 
It is like a bridegroom coming out of his 
chamber,  
like a champion rejoicing to run his course.  
It rises at one end of the heavens  
and makes its circuit to the other;  
nothing is deprived of its warmth. 

 
The law of the Lord is perfect, refreshing the 
soul.  
The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy,  

making wise the simple. 
The precepts of the Lord are right,  
giving joy to the heart. 
The commands of the Lord are radiant,  
giving light to the eyes.  
 
The fear of the Lord is pure, enduring for ever.  
The decrees of the Lord are firm,  
and all of them are righteous.  
They are more precious than gold, 
than much pure gold; 
they are sweeter than honey,  
than honey from the honeycomb. 

 
By them your servant is warned;  
in keeping them there is great reward.  
But who can discern their own errors? 


[Take a moment of silence to ask God to speak 
to your heart about anything you should ask 
forgiveness for.]  
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Forgive my hidden faults. 
Keep your servant also from wilful sins;  
may they not rule over me.  
Then I will be blameless, innocent of great 
transgression.  

[Take a moment of silence to receive God’s 
forgiveness.]  
 
May the words of my mouth  
 and the meditation of my heart 
 be pleasing in your sight, Lord,  
 my Rock and my Redeemer.  

Hymn: 75 From all that dwell below the skies 

From all that dwell below the skies 

let the Creator's praise arise: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Let the Redeemer's name be sung, 

through every land, by every tongue: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!


 

Eternal are your mercies, Lord; 

eternal truth attends your word: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Your praise shall sound from shore to shore, 

till suns shall rise and set no more: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 

Bible readings: Joel 2:21-2, I Timothy 6:6-10


Hymn: We See the fruitful harvest 

We see the fruitful harvest

our gracious God provides,

and how, in his abundance,

our needs are satisfied.

He sends the yearly seasons,

and feeds with joy and care;

pure light and living water

poured out for all to share.


Lord of all the harvest, 

creation brings you praise,

so we will join the joyful song

of everything you’ve made.


This world of revelation

unfolds before our eyes,

the birds sing out God’s glories,

his wisdom fills the skies.


The seeds are sown to teach us

of death that leads to life.

The fruitful trees remind us

to live each day in Christ.


There is another harvest,

the workers are so few.

We’ll tend the seeds he’s planted

and see his word bear fruit.

Creation groans in longing

for earth to be restored,

that day of celebration:

the harvest of the Lord.


CCLI Song No 7131467. Words © Sam Hargreaves / 
RESOUNDworship.org  
Administered by Jubilate Hymns Ltd. 
copyrightmanager@jubilatehymns.co.uk 

Reading:	 Matthew 6:25-33 

Sermon 

Creation, Contentment and Care 
As you are, no doubt, by now aware the UK will be hosting the UN Climate Change 
Conference of the Parties (COP26) in Glasgow on 31st October to 12 November. The aim is to 
accelerate action towards the goals of the Paris  Agreement and the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change. 
The introduction on the COP26 website states “Climate change is the greatest risk facing us all”. 
We have all seen the evidence of climate change over the last few years - record breaking heart 
waves, floods, wild fires, all devastating, destroying homes and livelihoods. But even more 
devastating in the long run are the changes in climate that means that centuries old ways of living 
and making a living become impossible as land becomes desert and uninhabitable. 
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This is the background to our Harvest Festivals this year - a time when we traditionally give thanks 
to God for the Harvest and the conditions that have enabled it to be produced. Harvest is a good 
time to focus on the world God has made. God has provided us with a living planet which gives us 
food, water, shelter and so many other resources. And this world not only provides for us, it also 
teaches us about who God is, if we will listen. Paul says in Romans 1:
Since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities – his eternal power and divine nature – 
have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made. (Rom. 1:20)
One of the things I love doing is to walk in the countryside and enjoy the feeling of being closer to 
nature. It makes me feel like am closer to God through being closer to his creation - although in 
fact I am just as close to his creation, as modified by humankind, when I’m at home. 
One memorable walk from this last Summer was a walk Julie and I did through the Slad valley 
[SLIDE. It was a very beautiful walk through woods, across streams and over fields with the feeling 
that you could get away from everything. Apart from the other people on the path of course! At one 
point I could hear a Tawny Owl hooting in the woods.
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus invites us to take a look closer at creation. This might be a 
challenge for those of us who live much of our lives indoors, or are perhaps think we are too busy 
to stop and contemplate God’s world. Jesus says: 
Look at the birds of the air… See how the flowers of the field grow. (Matt. 6:26, 28).
Open your eyes - says Jesus - to the way God’s world is speaking to you. What can we learn by 
paying attention to this world that God has made - the animals, plants and natural processes all 
around us?

1) God cares for his creation 
Jesus says that if we look at creation we will see God constantly providing and caring for it. He is 
feeding the birds of the air. He is clothing the flowers of the field. He cares about everything he has 
made and he is at work allowing life to flourish and develop. Of course, we can explain many of 
these things in scientific terms, and see evolutionary or biological reasons behind some of these 
processes. 
Last week I did a session with our Emmaus group. Its nice that even though several have moved 
back home after finishing their Uni courses, and a couple of others have gone away to college after 
their A levels, they still want to meet up on zoom to talk about faith.
In the session I did with them last week we looked at a film called “How Did we Get Here”, which 
explores the origins and complexity of the universe, how we interpret the scientific data we have 
about it and how our faith and search for meaning might help us to understand some of it. 
One of the things that I find quite amazing is the exact parameters that apply to the laws and 
conditions of our planet and universe that allows life on the planet to thrive and how the smallest 
change to them could cause the extinction of all life on earth. Very small changes to the distance of 
the earth from the sun, the level of gravity or the amount of oxygen in the atmosphere would lead, 
not only to the end of human life but the destruction of the planet. Scientist Francis Collins explains 
that there are 15 constants in the universe - things like gravity, the speed of light and the boiling 
point of water - each has a precise value and if even one is out by even .000001% the universe 
would be unable to sustain human life.
That is how delicately balanced it all is and why we should be concerned about climate change and 
what it could lead to. But as Christians we believe God is ultimately behind all the complexity of his 
creation, this very precise design and placing, providing for and sustaining our planet, our galaxy, 
our universe, and each tiny detail within it.
Jesus goes on to say:
Are you not much more valuable than they?… If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, 
which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you? (Matt. 
6:26, 30).

Page  of 3 6



Humanity has a special place in God’s heart. We alone are his image bearers, uniquely created to 
be in relationship with God. But notice that even though we have this privileged position, God still 
cares about every other aspect of his creation. Perhaps it might even be true to say that when 
Christians have over-emphasised the uniqueness of humans before God, we’ve begun to mistreat 
God’s world in ways which do not honour him.  

2) Creation groaning 
The Bible is clear that human sinfulness affects not just our hearts and our relationships, but the 
very earth we live on. Paul writes in Romans 8: 
For the creation was subjected to frustration… in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from 
its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God. We know that 
the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 
(Rom. 8:20-22)
We don’t have to look very far to see evidence of this frustration and groaning - plastic in our 
oceans, species driven to extinction, pollution in our air, destruction of habitats, poisoned 
waterways… and the list goes on. 
Selfish priorities leads to destructive living. Jesus criticises us when we worry more about our own 
needs, instead of pursing God’s priorities. He says: 
So do not worry, saying, “What shall we eat?” or “What shall we drink?” or “What shall we wear?” 
For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 
(Matt. 6:31-32)
God knows what we need - he cares for us and promises to provide. He wants us to take our eyes 
off our selfish priorities. We are called to be content with what we have, rather than always wanting 
more at any cost to the world we live in. 
1 Timothy 6:6-10, reminds us that we bring nothing into the world and take nothing from it. If we 
have food and clothing, he says, we should be content. I think I would add home and security to 
that. But he talks about the dangers we fall into when we put money at the centre of our life instead 
of God. The thing that has, in the main, led to the situation we are in with climate change - is 
basing our whole civilisation on the measurement of GDP and the idea that profitability can grow 
and grow indefinitely. Because it means that we in order for it to grow we have to produce, sell and 
transport more and more stuff - using up the earth’s resources and polluting it with things we’ve 
made, used for a short time and thrown away.
There are other ways of living and ordering our society that do not harm the earth in this way. Mike 
Berners-Lee in his book “There is No Planet B” describes a different approach. But it requires 
governments to lead, people to pressure their governments to make the changes, and people to 
set the example by making their own way of life more sustainable.  

3) God is renewing his creation 
Jesus invites us to turn from selfish living and focus on God’s priorities - to seek first God’s 
Kingdom, his rule and reign. Sometimes in church we might think that God’s Kingdom is just about 
churchy, spiritual-sounding things. But when the Bible talks about the coming Kingdom of God, it 
uses broad, expansive language which includes every aspect of God’s creation.
This can be seen in Joel 2. The prophet is looking forward to the age of the Messiah, when the 
results of Israel’s disobedience will be put right. That “putting right” is not merely about restoring 
humans: it includes the land and all that is in it. Joel speaks to the animals and the soil, the trees 
and the plants: 
Do not be afraid, you wild animals, 
for the pastures in the wilderness are becoming green. 
The trees are bearing their fruit; 
the fig-tree and the vine yield their riches. (Joel 2:22)
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The whole passage is a promise of an abundant harvest, of nature fulfilling its original potential 
every aspect of God’s world restored. This sense is echoed again at the end of the New 
Testament: 
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne 
of God and of the Lamb down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river 
stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of 
the tree are for the healing of the nations. No longer will there be any curse. (Rev. 22:1-3)
Here we see a city, full of abundant life, bearing fruit and providing healing for all of God’s creation. 
These are pictures of what Jesus has in mind when he says “seek first God’s Kingdom”. God’s 
priorities are for his whole creation to be restored, for the selfishness of sin to be removed, for 
every part to be valued and cared for. 
Right now we have choices about how we live in relation to God’s creation. Will we treat it selfishly, 
concerned for our own wants, our convenience, our dominance? Or will we partner with God in 
caring for and renewing his creation? God is not asking us to do it all by ourselves, but he is 
inviting us to each play our part. Amen.

Environment Confession:  

Lord, when we have taken your creation for 
granted; 
Forgive us, gracious Father. 
 
When we have abused its resources and 
polluted its purity; 
Forgive us, gracious Father. 
 

When we have not fulfilled our calling to 
steward your earth;  
Forgive us, gracious Father.  

[Invite the congregation to silently receive 
God’s forgiveness.] 


May we work with you in the renewal of 
creation; 
Empower us, Holy Spirit. 
 
May we speak and act for the good of your 
planet. 
Inspire us, Jesus Christ. 
 

May we value and share the good gifts you 
provide;  
Encourage us, Father of creation. Amen.  

Hymn: 693 Beauty for Brokenness 

Beauty for brokenness, 
hope for despair, 
Lord, in your suffering world 
this is our prayer. 
Bread for the children, 
justice, joy, peace, 
sunrise to sunset, 
your kingdom increase!


Shelter for fragile lives, 
cures for their ills, 
work for all people, 
trade for their skills; 
land for the dispossessed, 
rights for the weak, 
voices to plead the cause 
of those who can't speak.


God of the poor, 
friend of the weak, 

give us compassion we pray: 
melt our cold hearts, 
let tears fall like rain; 
come, change our love 
from a spark to a flame. 

Refuge from cruel wars, 
havens from fear, 
cities for sanctuary, 
freedoms to share. 
Peace to the killing-fields, 
scorched earth to green, 
Christ for the bitterness, 
his cross for the pain.


Rest for the ravaged earth, 
oceans and streams 
plundered and poisoned — 
our future, our dreams. 
Lord, end our madness, 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carelessness, greed; 
make us content with 
the things that we need.


Refrain 

Lighten our darkness, 
breathe on this flame 
until your justice burns 

brightly again; 
until the nations 
learn of your ways, 
seek your salvation 
and bring you their praise.


Refrain 

Graham Kendrick (b. 1950) 

Creation Intercession 

In these next few moments, allow God to stir you to pray for his creation

God Spoke:”Let us make human beings in our image, make them reflecting our nature, so they 
can be responsible for the fish in the sea, the birds the air, the cattle, and, yes, Earth itself, and 
every animal that moves on the face of Earth.” (Genesis 1: 26 - The Message)

Thank God for the beauty and richness of creation, mentioning the things in nature that are 
special to you.

Pray for those who spend their time working the land or caring for creation.

Pray for the parts of creation groaning in pain right now.

Pray for our leaders making decisions which will impact the future of our world.

Pray for ourselves as we make choices to care for creation.

The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it. (Psalm 24:1)


The Lord’s Prayer 

Hymn: 82 O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder.. 

O Lord, my God, when I in awesome wonder 
consider all the works thy hand hath made, 
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 
thy power throughout the universe displayed : 

 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee :  
how great thou art, how great thou art !  
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee :  
how great thou art, how great thou art !  

When through the woods and forest glades I 
wander 
and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees ;  
when I look down from lofty mountain 
grandeur, 
and hear the brook, and feel the gentle 
breeze : 


And when I think that God, his Son not 
sparing, 
sent him to die, I scarce can take it in 
that on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, 
he bled and died to take away my sin : 


When Christ shall come with shout of 
acclamation 
and take me home — what joy shall fill my 
heart ;  
then shall I bow in humble adoration, 
and there proclaim :  my God, how great thou 
art : 


Stuart K. Hine (1899–1989) vv. 1, 2, 4 based on O store Gud 
1885 by Carl Gustaf Boberg (1859–1940) 

Sending prayer:  
As you leave this place, 
may you tread lightly through God’s creation:  
 eyes open to see its beauty;  
nose alert to fragrant fruit and flowers;  
tongue grateful for each delicious flavour; 
 ears listening for birdsong, the rustle of 
leaves  

 and the patter of raindrops;  
hands open to care for the earth;  
hands refraining from grasping. 


God sends you out, 
to tread lightly through his creation.  
 Go in peace, 
in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

CCLI Licence 176885 (HMC) 178993  (Lonsdale Rd)

From Harvest Worship by engageworship - visit engageworship.org/harvest
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