
Order of Service for Sunday 30th May 2021 
Trinity Sunday 

Rev Andrew Biggs

Opening responses for Trinity Sunday  
Praise the God of creation: 

who made us to be in relationship.  
Praise the Christ of love: 

who calls us friends.  
Praise the Spirit of peace: 

who enables us to live in unity.  

Hymn: 451 Open the eyes of my heart 
Open the eyes of my heart, Lord, 
open the eyes of my heart; 
I want to see you, I want to see you. 
Open the eyes of my heart, Lord, 
open the eyes of my heart; 
I want to see you, I want to see you. 

To see you high and lifted up, 
shining in the light of your glory. 

Pour out your power and love; 
as we sing holy, holy, holy.


Holy, holy, holy, 
holy, holy, holy, 
holy, holy, holy, 
I want to see you.


Paul Baloche 
 . 

Prayer of approach for Trinity Sunday  
God, who has made our world with its beauty and wonder, full of delights for us to explore, 
grant us wisdom to live gently on the earth, 
holding sacred the air and water, soil and sun. 

God, who has called human beings your children, made to share in the work of creation, 
grant us wisdom to live in harmony with one another, holding sacred your image in everyone. 

God, whose Spirit dwells within us, 
giving us power to live in your name, 
grant us wisdom to discern your presence, 
holding sacred the glory of love in the everyday. Amen 

Reading: Isaiah 6:1-8 
6 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and the 
train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: with two 
wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 
3 And they were calling to one another:

‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty;

    the whole earth is full of his glory.’

4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with 
smoke.

5 ‘Woe to me!’ I cried. ‘I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of 
unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.’

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs 
from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, ‘See, this has touched your lips; your guilt 
is taken away and your sin atoned for.’

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?’

And I said, ‘Here am I. Send me!’


Hymn: 394 Spirit of God unseen as the wind 
Spirit of God, unseen as the wind,

gentle as is the dove,


teach us the truth and help us believe,

show us the Saviour's love.
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You spoke to us long, long ago,

gave us the written word;

we read it still, needing its truth,

through it God's voice is heard.


Spirit of God, unseen as the wind,

gentle as is the dove,

teach us the truth and help us believe,

show us the Saviour's love.


Without your help we fail our Lord,

we cannot live his way;

we need your power, we need your strength,

following Christ each day.


Spirit of God, unseen as the wind,

gentle as is the dove,

teach us the truth and help us believe,

show us the Saviour's love.


Margaret V. Old (1932-2001) 
Reading: John 3: 1-17 
3 Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has 
come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with him.’

3 Jesus replied, ‘Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.’

4 ‘How can someone be born when they are old?’ Nicodemus asked. ‘Surely they cannot enter a 
second time into their mother’s womb to be born!’

5 Jesus answered, ‘Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born 
of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You should 
not be surprised at my saying, “You must be born again.” 8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. 
You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with 
everyone born of the Spirit.’

9 ‘How can this be?’ Nicodemus asked.

10 ‘You are Israel’s teacher,’ said Jesus, ‘and do you not understand these things? 11 Very truly I 
tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do 
not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how 
then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into heaven except 
the one who came from heaven – the Son of Man. 14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the 
wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes may have eternal 
life in him.’

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him.


Sermon: The Mystery of Faith 
Do you enjoy mystery stories? I do, and I enjoy watching mystery dramas on TV. I suppose the 
satisfaction comes from trying to solve the mystery as the story develops. But it's not so satisfying 
if the mystery is never solved, or if the answer to the mystery  is not revealed.  We like our 
mysteries to be resolved. 

Perhaps that’s why some people find God so difficult. He is a mystery that has not yet been fully 
revealed and today especially we focus on one of the mysteries of God: that is the Trinity- God the 
Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. Three separate persons but one God - how does that 
work? its a mystery! God is very much a mystery. There is much that we do not know or 
understand about him and this is how he meant it to be. We are not given all the answers and we 
therefore need to learn to live with mystery and not see every mystery as a puzzle to be worked 
out and solved.

Justo Gonzalez, a Cuban- American Methodist, a historian and theologian said this:
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"Trinity is a mystery, not a puzzle. Love is a mystery, a crossword is a puzzle. You try to solve the 
puzzle, you stand in awe before a mystery." 

It's only right that we should stand in awe before God. But in modern times we are not good at 
coping with mystery. Perhaps it's because we are so used to technological and scientific 
advancement that we have lost the ability to simply stand in awe and wonder at that which we don't 
fully understand or can't explain. We immediately try to find an explanation and explain it away. But 
by definition, a mystery is that which we cannot explain, that we don't fully understand or which is 
not fully revealed. The Bible tells us that we are made in the image of a God who reveals himself 
through scripture and through experience and reason, but only partially, always reserving a 
mysterious element to his being.

We can think, for example, of Moses' encounter with God in the burning bush.  Moses isn't able to 
look directly upon God but covers his face, he is told not to come near and to remove his shoes 
because he is standing on Holy ground. Perhaps this is why God chooses not to reveal himself 
fully – there is a “holiness gap” between human beings and God. When asked his name God does 
not reveal it “I Am that I Am” is God's only reply. 

Later, when Moses leads the Israelites out of Egypt in the Exodus, God appears before them as a 
mysterious pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Later again, when they reach mount 
Sinai – God takes Moses alone up the mountain in order to reveal to him the 10 commandments, 
God appears shrouded in a thick cloud so that the people can hear him but not see him. Strict 
instructions are given telling the rest of the people not to go near, or even touch, the base of the 
mountain. 

In the book of Samuel, God calls to Samuel as a voice in the still of the night, and Samuel thinking 
it is Eli his teacher calling him, runs to him three times before he realises that it is actually God who 
is calling to him, because God has not revealed himself openly but approached Samuel quietly as 
a voice in the night. Throughout the OT we hear examples of God calling and speaking to people 
but a sense of mystery always surrounds these events–  never does God fully reveal himself in all 
his glory.

 Then God reveals himself again, this time in human form, coming as Jesus Christ, the word made 
flesh, but still he never openly declares himself. As Jesus he has a humble beginning, born in a 
cave to a carpenter’s family from an obscure town. During his ministry he does many signs and 
wonders but often tells the people not to tell anyone what they have seen, to keep it secret. He 
teaches in parables leaving those who hear him to work out the meanings for themselves. He 
doesn't openly declare his purpose or explain it in plain language, so that even those closest to him 
– the disciples, often fail to understand his meaning and purpose. 
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God continues to be shrouded in mystery and as a result we are driven to try to discover all we can 
about Him. Always catching tantalising glimpses of his nature, his glory and his love but never quite 
revealing the whole. However  much we learn  about God, there is always more to discover.

We seem to find anything hidden or mysterious difficult to simply accept. We are driven to bring 
everything out into the open, to analyse everything to the minutest degree so that we can  
understand everything about anything. The media constantly analyse every story pushing until they 
have revealed and brought into the public domain every tiny detail whatever the cost to dignity and 
privacy. We watch a football match on the TV and then it is followed by an hour of detailed analysis 
trying to work out why one tram didn't win – again! 

But we lose something important when we lose the sense of mystery in life. Mystery has a place in 
life even now and I think we have to accept that some things are, if not  entirely beyond human 
understanding, meant to be experienced at a level which is somewhere beyond what is fully 
known, what is factual or literal.  Because if we ever did manage to reduce God to the answer in a 
logic problem we would have lost God in the process. 

In Isaiah’s vision he experiences first hand the awesome holiness and majesty of God the Father. 
He sees God seated high on a throne, exalted above all creation, attended by angels who sing of 
God's holiness and glory. A vision which stresses God's sovereignty - His divine Kingship over all 
creation. 

Isaiah then sees himself in juxtaposition and is made aware of his humanity in contrast with God’s 
holiness and majesty. He sees himself as a “man of unclean lips, on the one side the mysterious 
God – pure, perfect, sublime and beautiful and on the other Isaiah representing mankind, flawed, 
sinful and unfit to be in the presence of the holy and perfect God. 

And just as that burning coal purified Isaiah, destroying the barrier that existed between him and 
God, so Jesus does the same for us. We need no hot coals touched to our lips to make us holy 
enough to come to God. This time God has done the deed himself through Jesus Christ, dying on 
the cross so that we could be purified for all time. Now all we have to do is confess and repent and 
be baptised in order to join the army of angels who sing God’s glory.

Nicodemus was a Pharisee, a member of the Jewish council, a teacher of Israel, struggling to 
come to terms with the mysterious nature of God. Nicodemus thinks he understands all about God 
because he is a man who has studied and knows the law. He thinks it's cut and dried – follow the 
letter of the law and you'll be OK with God. And yet he sees the signs and wonders that Jesus has 
done as God the Son, and he realises that they can come from no other source than from God. He 
is puzzled about how this can fit with his view of God? 

Jesus' reply isn't much help. He tells Nicodemus that an understanding of heavenly things can't be 
achieved through reason alone. It can't be reduced to a set of rules and formulae. In order to enter 
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the new kingdom of God that Jesus opened to us, we have to enter into a new relationship with 
God through Jesus, allowing the Holy spirit to transform us from within. Jesus calls this being ‘born 
again’, a spiritual birth at baptism that complements our physical birth because it enables us to live 
life in all its fullness. “For God so loved the world that he gave his only son that, that everyone who 
has faith in him may not perish but have eternal life”. 

Jesus reminds Nicodemus of the story about Moses and the serpent (Num 21 4-9). In the 
wilderness the Israelites complained to Moses “Why have you brought us up from Egypt to die in 
the desert without food or water” they were forgetting faith and expressing disbelief. So God sent 
venomous snakes and many people died from snake bites.  Moses interceded between the people 
and God and God gave them a sign – a bronze serpent. From then on anyone who had been bitten 
and who looked on the bronze serpent and believed would live. He was teaching them to have 
faith, to believe and put their trust in God. Jesus says everyone who looks upon him lifted upon the 
cross  and has faith may receive salvation and eternal life.

Life in the spirit brings us into a close relationship with God like a that of a child and close parent 
such that we are able to come to him saying “Abba! Father!”. Life in the spirit makes us children of 
God the Father -  adopted by him so that we have a new life, a life led by the Holy spirit, in which 
we follow the way of Christ and experience salvation through him. God the Father, God the Son 
and God the Holy Spirit, yet God is one now and always. This is the mystery in which we stand in 
awe. Amen.

A prayer of intercession 
God our life, we thank you for the gifts of your creation. 
Teach us to treat them with reverence and respect, 

and to work tirelessly for the just sharing of the earth's resources. 
Renew those places where its beauty is desecrated and its wealth exploited. 
Strengthen and uphold all those whose humanity is degraded in the exercise of power and greed. 
Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 
God our hope and consolation, 

we thank you for sending your Son to show us the face of your love. 
Help us and all Christians to know that love in our hearts and respond to it in our lives. 
Show us how to share your love with the marginalised and rejected, 

and with those who live in the shadow of despair. 
Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 
God our wisdom and inspiration, 

we thank you for sending your Spirit to lead us in the way of faith. 
Keep us awake to your presence in the world and in those we meet day by day. 
Free us from the formulas and easy assumptions that limit our vision of your wholeness, 

and make us eager to grow in understanding and in love for you. 
Bless all who preach and teach in your Church, all spiritual guides, 

and those engaged in training others for ministry. 
Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 
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God our creator, redeemer and guide, 
one God, 
bring unity to your Church, 
peace and concord to the nations, 
harmony in our homes, 
and wholeness in our hearts. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever.  Amen. 

Hymn: 397 The Spirit lives to set us free.  
The Spirit lives to set us free, 
walk, walk in the light; 
he binds us all in unity, 
walk, walk in the light.


Walk in the light, walk in the light, 
walk in the light, walk in the light of the Lord. 

Jesus promised life to all, 
walk, walk in the light; 
the dead were wakened by his call, 
walk, walk in the light.


He died in pain on Calvary, 
walk, walk in the light; 

to save the lost like you and me, 
walk, walk in the light.


We know his death was not the end, 
walk, walk in the light; 
he gave his Spirit to be our friend, 
walk, walk in the light.


By Jesus' love our wounds are healed, 
walk, walk in the light; 
the Father's kindness is revealed, 
walk, walk in the light.


The Spirit lives in you and me, 
walk, walk in the light; 
his light will shine for all to see, 
walk, walk in the light. 

Damian Lundy (1944–1996) 

A blessing for Trinity Sunday  
May the eyes of the seeing Father watch over us and keep us and ours ever in his gaze. 

May the arms of the loving Saviour hold us close 
and surround each moment of our lives with his care. 

May the wings of the living Spirit shelter each of us 
and enfold all our days and our nights with God’s peace. Amen 


Holy Bible, New International Version® Anglicized, NIV® Copyright © 1979, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.®  Used by 
permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
CCLI: 176885 and 178993 
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Prayers from Summer: Liturgical resources for May, June and July including Eastertide and Pentecost, by Ruth Burgess  
ISBN 978-1-84952-724-8 Published 2021: Wild Goose Publications 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