
“Worship in the Waiting” 
Order of Service for Christmas Day 2020 

Good morning and a very happy Christmas to you. Wherever you are today I hope that it 
will be joyful and filled with celebration. We join together now in worship as we take few 
moments to reflect on the meaning of the day.

A Christmas Collect 
God of light and hope,
Of stars and surprises:
Open our eyes to your glory 
and our hearts to your presence,
that we may respond with joy to the angel song; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

Hark the Herald Angels 
Hark! The herald-angels sing
glory to the new-born King,
peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled.
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
join the triumph of the skies;
with the angelic host proclaim:
'Christ is born in Bethlehem.'
Hark! The herald-angels sing
glory to the new-born King.

Christ, by highest heaven adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
late in time behold him come,

offspring of a virgin's womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see!
Hail, the incarnate Deity!
Pleased as man with men to dwell,
Jesus, our Immanuel:

Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,
born that man no more may die,
born to raise the sons of earth,
born to give them second birth: 

Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 

Advent Crown Prayer 
LEADER: We light the fifth candle on this Christmas Day, 
in worship we lift up our hands. 
God with us, here in this place, 
in every home and every land. 
Jesus, you came and will come again, 
ALL: You’ve come, you’ve come, Emmanuel. 
The waiting is over, we celebrate. 
You’ve come, you’ve come, Emmanuel. 
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Reading: Luke 2:(1-7) 8-20 
Hymn: Love Shone Down 
I had a dream that I was standing on a 
hillside, 
and all the lights of town were shining far 
below 
when up in the air beautiful voices, 
sang a new song, let everyone know 

Oh and love shone down 
over the hills and over the valleys, 
oh and love shone down over the world. 

Somebody spoke to me, I knew it was an 
angel. 

He said There's something that I think you 
ought to know.' 
Then he just smiled, said 'Don't be afraid 
now.' 
Sing a new song, let everyone know. 

And then he told me all about the baby 
Jesus, 
how to find him, where exactly I should go. 
Then he was joined by millions of others. 
Sing a new song, let everyone know  

Reflection: An Upside-Down Kingdom 
During Advent we have reflected on the theme of waiting. We began by exploring how 
Jesus came as the fulfilment of so many Old Testament promises. Prophets like Daniel 
and Isaiah had foretold the coming of the Son of Man and Son of God, the true heir of 
David’s throne, who would establish an everlasting Kingdom
At the same time, we have spoken during Advent about how Jesus’ Kingdom was upside-
down compared to what people expected. The wise men expected Jesus to be born in 
Herod’s palace, but they eventually found him in a humble backstreet home. Jesus’ first 
guests weren’t the rich or powerful, but lowly shepherds. This humble, upside-down birth 
set the tone for his ministry - Jesus criticised the so-called “important” people and lifted up 
the sick, the marginalised and the outcasts. He didn’t pander to nationalistic hopes, he 
didn’t conquer by force or might. For many people, the ministry of Jesus was a challenge 
to their narrow picture of God and his purposes in the world. 
It is no less of a challenge today. We still face similar problems. Many proud, powerful and 
rich people would like God to be made in their image, for him to champion their social 
group, prop up their political project or defend their financial security. But God cannot be 
co-opted into our selfish plans like that. God continues to favour the outcasts, the 
underdogs, the politically powerless and economically weak. Mary’s song of liberation is as 
subversive towards the “powers that be” today as it was 2000 years ago:
“His mighty arm has done tremendous things!
He has scattered the proud and haughty ones.
He has brought down princes from their thrones and exalted the humble.
He has filled the hungry with good things
and sent the rich away with empty hands.” (Luke 1:51-53)
As Christians we are challenged to consider how we will join with the God of the poor and 
the least particularly at Christmas.

Tension of God with us 
We have talked in this series also about the challenge of holding things in tension. We 
have wrestled with the suspense of being “now” part of the Kingdom of God, but that 
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Kingdom “not yet” being here in its fullness. We have seen the dawn, but the party has not 
yet started. We have seen the seed, but not the harvest.
Perhaps the greatest tension at the heart of the Christian faith is summed up in the words 
of the Angel to Joseph as he quotes Isaiah 7:

“The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him 
Emmanuel (which means ‘God with us’).” (Matthew 1:23, Isaiah 7:14)

Emmanuel. God, with us. Jesus is God, with us. He is the eternal Word of God, active in 
the creation of the world, holding all things together (Col 1:15-16). He is the God that is 
holy, other, transcendent. We humans were separated from God by our selfish actions. 
The story of the Old Testament is that we cannot be “with God”. We are cut off, unholy, 
unable to reach God by our own efforts.
Yet Emmanuel, “God with us”, means that we are no longer alone. God chose to come and 
live right in the middle of our mess. The eternal Word of God “became flesh and blood, and 
moved into the neighbourhood.” (John 1:14, The Message). The creator of the universe 
emptied himself to shrink to the size of a tiny, helpless baby. This tiny helpless baby is the 
God and King and ruler of the whole world:

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,
and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6)

Jesus coming to live among people 2000 years ago is a glimpse of what God will make 
complete when Jesus comes again. “God with us” is the goal of history. Revelation 
promises that our hope is fixed on God dwelling with his people forever:
“The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve 
him. They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads.” (Revelation 22:3)

Awe-Struck Worship
Today, as we celebrate Christmas in whatever we we able in this strange year, let’s take a 
moment to gather again around the manger. Let’s see, gurgling among the hay, everything 
that humanity has waited for. In this fragile child we see humanity’s weaknesses, and 
God’s strength. We see a broken world and the hope of a world renewed. We see the 
injustice of human structures, and the promise of all things put right. We see God, with us. 
God who is with us in our waiting, and will one day bring all waiting to glorious resolution.

Hymn: O come, all ye faithful,  
O come, all ye faithful, 
joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
come and behold him, 
born the King of angels:

O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord! 

True God of true God, 
Light of Light eternal, 
Lo, he abhors not the Virgin's womb; 
Son of the Father, 
begotten, not created: 

  See how the shepherds, 
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summoned to his cradle, 
leaving their flocks, draw nigh to gaze; 
we too will thither 
bend our joyful footsteps: 

Verse 4
Lo, star-led chieftains, 
Magi, Christ adoring, 
offer him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
we to the Christ-child 
bring our hearts' oblations: 

Verse 5
Sing, choirs of angels, 

sing in exultation, 
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above: 
'Glory to God 
in the highest:' 

Verse 6
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
born this happy morning, 
Jesus, to thee be glory given: 
Word of the Father, 
now in flesh appearing:
CCLI 
Latin, 18th century, John Francis Wade (c. 
1711-1786) 

Intercessions 
Jesus Christ, born in a stable,
Be with the poor and homeless this 
Christmas time.
As we pray, live and give; 
shine your everlasting light.

(silent prayer)

Jesus Christ, born of Mary,
Be with young mothers across the world 
this Christmas time.
As we pray, live and give; 
shine your everlasting light.

(silent prayer)

Jesus Christ, visited by Shepherds,

Be with all who have to work this 
Christmas, 
and those who long to work.
As we pray, live and give; 
shine your everlasting light.

(silent prayer)

Jesus Christ,
who became a refugee,
Be with those who fear for their lives, 
and those who have left homes and 
families this Christmas.

As we pray, live and give; 
shine your everlasting light. 
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer. 

A prayer of blessing 
May the wisdom of the Wonderful Counsellor,
The peace of the Prince of Peace,
The love of the everlasting Father
And the blessing of our mighty God
Rest on us and all those we pray for
This Christmas Day and always. Amen
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