
Worship in the Waiting - Awe Struck Anticipation 
Order of Service for the 4th Sunday of Advent 2020 

Intro Poem  
He brought down princes from their mighty thrones, 

he lifted up the humble and the meek. 

When God descended, took on flesh and bones, 

emptied himself of power, chose to be weak, 
he brought down princes from their mighty thrones. 

When God the Word had not yet learned to speak, 

and in his mother’s arms made cries and moans, 
he lifted up the humble and the meek. 

He brought down princes from their mighty thrones. 

He lifted up the humble and the meek. 


Advent Crown Prayer 
[Hold up four fingers] 


LEADER: The fourth candle we light today 

shines bright like Mary’s willing heart. 
She thought herself weak, and yet she obeyed, 

was strong and brave to play her part. 

Jesus, we welcome you into our lives, 


ALL: O come, O come Emmanuel.  
Make us brave to share your love, 

O come, O come Emmanuel.  

Song: We wait with great 
expectancy 
We wait with great expectancy

to see your Kingdom come.

We trust your word to be fulfilled

and pray your will be done.

So in our world of ache and loss

we’re calling out, as one:


Come Lord Jesus, 
we hunger and we yearn 
for your return. 
Come Lord Jesus,  
oh we pray for your return.

You came to us so long ago

and you will come again.

We long for heaven on the earth,

an end to grief and pain.

Lord, may our lives anticipate

and usher in your reign.


Come Lord Jesus, 
we long to know you here, 
come and draw near. 
Come Lord Jesus, 
oh we long to know you here.

So lead us in your patience, Lord, 

and help us match your pace,

to walk the straight and narrow road

in rhythms of your grace,

and may this Advent way of life

all hurriedness replace.


Come Lord Jesus, 
and teach us how to wait, 
you are not late. 
Come Lord Jesus, 
help us worship as we wait.

To the tune of GOD REST YOU MERRY, public domain. 
Words © Sam Hargreaves, admin. Jubilate Hymns Ltd. 
copyrightmanager@jubilatehymns.co.uk 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Reading: Luke 1:26-38 
Hymn:  The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 
The Angel Gabriel from heaven came, 
his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame; 
‘All hail,' said he, ‘thou lowly maiden Mary, 
most highly favoured lady.’ 
Gloria!

‘For known a blessèd Mother thou shalt be, 
all generations laud and honour thee, 
thy son shall be Immanuel, by seers foretold; 
most highly favoured lady.' 
Gloria!

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, 
‘To me be as it pleaseth God,' she said, 

‘My soul shall laud and magnify his holy 
name:' 
most highly favoured lady. 
Gloria!

Of her, Immanuel, the Christ was born 
in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn, 
and Christian folk throughout the world will 
ever say, 
‘Most highly favoured lady.' 
Gloria!

Sabine Baring-Gould (1834–1924) 

Reflection: Awe-Struck Anticipation (Advent 4) 
We’ve been reflecting during Advent on the theme of waiting. This is our last Sunday 
before Christmas, and I think we can agree that getting ready for Christmas involves a lot 
of waiting. We wait in supermarket queues, we wait to open presents, we wait for the 
family to turn up, we wait for the turkey to be cooked. 
This year of course will be very different for many of us. We are still in the grip of the virus 
with news of hospitals filling up and areas of the country being put under stricter 
regulations again. We have been waiting for the infection rates to recede, for a vaccine to 
take effect and for us to be able to get back to normal life but it will be a while yet. We want 
our loved ones to still be here to celebrate next year and so to keep them safe this 
Christmas will be very different. It is hard, this waiting, but it will not last forever. There will 
be light and freedom again and we will be here to enjoy it if we hold back now.
And at the same time, in the middle of all this waiting, we can remember the most 
important waiting of all: the waiting for a baby. Not just any baby, but the baby, Jesus. As 
we turn to the familiar readings about Mary, Joseph and Elizabeth, in these passages we 
see patient waiting fulfilled.

Long-Awaited Fulfilment 
In the beginning of our Advent series we explored how Jesus came as the fulfilment of so 
many Old Testament promises. Prophets like Daniel and Isaiah had foretold the coming of 
the Son of Man and Son of God, the true heir of David’s throne, who would establish an 
everlasting Kingdom. With that in your mind, look at how the Angel Gabriel announces 
Jesus to Mary:

“You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be 
very great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the 
throne of his ancestor David. And he will reign over Israel forever; his Kingdom will 
never end!” (Luke 1:31-33) 

Gabriel proclaims Jesus as the long-promised King, the answer to Israel’s prayers and 
hundreds of years of waiting. This joyful news is somehow also revealed to Elizabeth, who 
greets Mary with these words:

“God has blessed you above all women, and your child is blessed. Why am I so 
honoured, that the mother of my Lord should visit me? When I heard your greeting, 
the baby in my womb jumped for joy.” (Luke 1:42-44)
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In the commercialisation and social whirl of our contemporary Christmas, it is easy to lose 
sight of the reason why we’re celebrating. At the heart of our nativity story is a reason for 
great joy and celebration - God has fulfilled his promises to his people! Jesus, the long 
expected Messiah, has been born to us. The waiting is over and the party should rightly 
begin. Even if we are not with those we would like to be sharing Christmas with this year, 
even if we are unable to celebrate in our usual ways, the reason for our celebration has 
not changed.
Wherever we are this Christmas, whatever we are doing, we know that we are not alone, 
because of the birth, life, death and resurrection of the child who’s birth we celebrate.
I hope you have a good week and I’ll see you again on Christmas Day.

Hymn: Long ago Prophet’s knew 
Verse 1
Long ago, prophets knew 
Christ would come, born a Jew, 
come to make all things new; 
bear his people's burden, 
freely love and pardon: 

Chorus 1
Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring! 
Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing! 
When he comes, 
when he comes, 
who will make him welcome? 

Verse 2
God in time, God in man, 
this is God's timeless plan: 
he will come, as a man, 
born himself of woman, 
God divinely human: 

Verse 3

Mary, hail! Though afraid,
she believed, she obeyed. 
In her womb, God is laid; 
till the time expected, 
nurtured and protected: 

Verse 4
Journey ends! Where afar 
Bethlem shines, like a star, 
stable door stands ajar. 
Unborn Son of Mary, 
Saviour, do not tarry!

Chorus 2 
Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring! 
Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing! 
Jesus comes! 
Jesus comes! 
We will make him welcome! 

Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000) 

Intercessory Prayer - King Jesus  
Jesus, Humble King, 
we remember that your family 
was away from home when you were born. 
Please be with the homeless, the refugees 
and those who are struggling to make ends 
meet this Christmas. 

Humble King we long for your Kingdom here, 
on earth as it is in heaven: 


Let your Kingdom come,  
let your will be done.  

Jesus, King of Kings, 
we remember that powerful leaders visited 
you when you were born. 
Give your wisdom, boldness and grace 

to our world leaders, 
to politicians, business people 
and those with influence. 
King of Kings, establish your Kingdom here, 
on earth as it is in heaven: 


Let your Kingdom come,  
let your will be done.  

Jesus, King of Peace, 
we remember Herod’s jealousy, 
lies and violence when you were born. 
Bring your peace in places of conflict, 
anger and hatred, 
across the world and right here in our 
communities.
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 King of peace, we pray for your Kingdom 
here, 
on earth as it is in heaven: 


Let your Kingdom come, 
 let your will be done.  

Almost Over - Sending Prayer  
The wait is almost over,  
Christmas is nearly here!  

Emmanuel is about to be born.

So go out, into this Christmas season, 

aware that God is with you. 


The wait is almost over,  
Christmas is nearly here!  

The King who has come, and who will come again, 

sends you out to demonstrate his Kingdom on earth. 

The long expected King, 
born to the sound of angels singing, 

sends you out to worship him with your lives. 

The King who was born poor and humble, 

sends you to serve those who are weak 
and needy in the world. 


The wait is almost over,  
Christmas is nearly here! Amen.  
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