
Worship at Home for Sunday 6th September 2020 
Good and welcome to our worship at home for Sunday 6th September. As we begin a new year in 
the life of the Methodist Church our churches are thinking about reopening for worship and you 
will have received information about that. I guess none of us knew back in March that our worship 
spaces would be closed for so long. Even now many of our congregation are advised not to come 
or may feel that the time is not yet right. That’s fine, we want no one to feel uncomfortable and we 
will be continuing with our online worship, although from this week it will be organised through the 
plan in the same way we organise in church worship. Do t worry though I will still provide the link 
here and it will free us to provide new opportunities to gather online in different ways.


Opening Prayer 
Living God, we thank you for the gift of being able to speak directly to you through prayer. In the 
midst of this pandemic, when life feels more and more like an uphill battle, we pray for 
perseverance and that we would not grow weary of doing good. When the world tells us we are 
not good enough, you make us more than enough. When we don’t feel strong enough, you 
provide the strength we need. Though we may stumble, you have promised not to let us fall. With 
Jesus as our ultimate example, we ask for endurance and refreshment so that we may continue to 
press on and do your work. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Written by Sydney McMichael Administrator Ministries: Vocations and Worship


Hymn: STF 471 Lord, I come to you 

Verse 1 
Lord, I come to you, 
let my heart be changed, renewed, 
flowing from the grace 
that I found in you. 
And Lord, I've come to know 
the weaknesses I see in me 
will be stripped away 
by the power of your love. 

Chorus 1 
Hold me close, 
let your love surround me; 
bring me near, draw me to your side. 
And as I wait, 
I'll rise up like the eagle, 

and I will soar with you, 
your Spirit leads me on 
in the power of your love. 

Verse 2 
Lord, unveil my eyes, 
let me see you face to face, 
the knowledge of your love 
as you live in me. 
Lord, renew my mind, 
as your will unfolds in my life 
in living every day 
by the power of your love. 

Geoff Bullock (b. 1956) 
Words and Music: © 1992 Word Music LLC. Administered by Song 
Solutions CopyCare, 14 Horsted Square, 
Uckfield, East Sussex, TN22 1QG.  

Let us pray together 
Loving and generous God, on this the first Sunday of a new Connexional year we are aware that 
so many people are still unable to gather in a church or chapel to worship you. We know you hear 
our prayers from wherever we are, but for many our desire is to gather together for mutual support 
and to praise your name.

Hear the prayers of our hearts as we long for a better world.

Hear the prayers of our minds as we try to find new ways to worship you.

Hear the prayer of our souls as we long to draw closer to you.

On this day, we thank you once again for the gift of your Son, Jesus Christ. How he modelled a 
way for us to live, and how he showed us that there is nothing in earth or heaven that can 
separate us from your love.
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Forgive us Lord in the times when we doubt you.  Give us strength when we feel weak. Hold us 
close, until the day finally comes when we might all gather as one to praise your name. Amen.

Today’s Old Testament Reading: Ezekiel 33: 7-11 
Today’s New Testament Reading: Romans 13: 8-14 
Today’s Gospel Reading: Matthew 18: 15-20 

A time of prayer 
Loving God we hold before you today:

Those who began their period as a Probationary Minister today. Those ministers who have moved 
home this summer. Those preachers, who have not led worship for many months. For churches 
who are struggling to know when to re-open.

We pray for those we love:

For those who mourn…

For those who have been ill…

For frontline workers.

For those struggling to find work.

For those who have started or who are about to start school.

We pray for your world:

For those parts of the world devastated by COVID19.

For refuges and those living in fear.

We pray for ourselves – in a moment of quiet hold before God what is on your heart today. 
Binding all our prayers together we say:


The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven

Hallowed be thy name

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done

On earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread


And forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 
glory

for ever and ever Amen. 

Hymn: STF: 440 Amazing grace 

 Verse 1 

Amazing grace — how sweet the sound — 
 that saved a wretch like me! 
 I once was lost, but now am found, 
 was blind, but now I see.

 

Verse 2 

God’s grace has taught my heart to fear, 
 his grace my fears relieved; 
 how precious did that grace appear 
 the hour I first believed!

 

Verse 3 

Through many dangers, toils and snares 
 I have already come; 
 God's grace has brought me safe thus far, 
 and grace will lead me home.

 


Verse 4 

The Lord has promised good to me, 
 his word my hope secures; 
 he will my shield and portion be 
 as long as life endures.

 

Verse 5 

And, when this heart and flesh shall fail 
 and mortal life shall cease, 
 I shall possess within the veil 
 a life of joy and peace.

 

Verse 6 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years 
 bright shining as the sun, 
 we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
 than when we first begun. 

John Newton (1725–1807)  (alt.)

Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 440 .
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A prayer of blessing 
May the Grace of the Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God our Father and the Fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with us all, for evermore, Amen


Original Materials by Revd Paul Wood	 	 	 	 	 	 Hymns reproduced under CCLI 176885 
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