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Introduction 
It has been 5 months since the church had to be closed due to the 
Lockdown imposed by the Corona Virus pandemic and we are looking 
forward to being able to meet together again in person to worship God in 
fellowship together. As the virus is still with us it is important that we put in 
place measures to ensure each other’s safety and to carefully follow the 
guidelines provided by the Methodist Church and by the Government. We 
have carried out a Risk Assessment as required, and this has been approved 
by the Church Council and the Circuit Action Group and has informed the 
procedures outlined in this leaflet.


What does it mean in practical terms for us? 
• We have to advise you of the following guidance from the government 

regarding Individuals aged 70 years and over attending the place of 
worship:

• “Certain groups of people may be at increased risk of severe disease 
from COVID-19, including people who are aged 70 or older, regardless of 
medical conditions.


• Individuals who fall within this group are advised to stay at home as 
much as possible and, if they do go out, to take particular care to 
minimise contact with others outside of their household” .
1

• Although some people will wish to return to church, we are aware that 
many of you will not yet feel that the time is right for you to return or will 
not feel comfortable to do so yet. That is fine: remember that God is with 
us wherever we are - at home or in church, so please feel free to remain 
worshipping at home if that is what you would prefer to do. Online 
services will continue as will those sent by post each week to those of you 
who do not have email.


If you do decide to return to worship in Church you need to be 
aware of the following procedures and follow the instructions 
carefully: 

• When: from 20th September at 10.30am. The building will be open from 
10am so please arrange to arrive between 10.00 and 10.30.


• Transport: At the moment it is not possible for people to offer lifts.  This is 
due to the social distancing requirements.


 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-places-of-worship-during-the-1
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• Booking your place at the service: Because the seats are spaced out for 
social distancing there may not be enough capacity for everyone to come 
at the same time. So if you wish to come please ‘book’ your place by 
phoning Malcolm Trigg by the Saturday the day before his numbers are:  
Home: 01453 827912 or  07973 638994 He will be able to allocate you a 
seat or let you know if all the seats are full and put your name on the list 
for the following week. 


• Track and Trace: Malcolm will also keep a list for ‘track and trace’ - this is 
in case someone falls ill and we have to follow up tracking possible 
contacts. Your name will then be ticked off as you arrive. We may have to 
ask you for your contact details if we do not already have them.


• Arrival: Please enter the church only by the big wooden front door, (NOT 
the side door or the Welcome) keeping 2 metres (6 feet) social distancing 
as required by the Government.


• Hand sanitiser will be available when you come in and go out. Please 
make sure you sanitise your hands to help keep yourself and everyone 
safe as you arrive and leave.


• Masks must be worn at all times inside the building (unless you are in 
one of the government designated exempt groups). Please bring your own 
with you. If you forget we will have some disposable ones available.


• Shaking hands is not allowed. 

• Only the Church is in use - The Welcome kitchen, hall, lounge and other 
rooms will be closed off so that no one uses them. Please remain only in 
the Church except for using the toilets.


• Once you enter the church you must proceed directly to a seat. 
Stewards will direct you to appropriate seats. Please follow the directions 
- there is a one way system to aid social distancing.


• Available Seats will be placed 2m apart according to social distancing 
guidelines. Please do not move them. You may sit with members of your 
own household and the stewards will show you where seats are together 
for that purpose.


• Exit from the church will be through the door at the left of the pulpit. 
Signs will indicate this.


• Toilets - If you use the toilet please use the sanitising wipes provided to 
wipe down any surfaces you have touched and dispose of them in the bin. 


• Singing is not allowed during the service. Hymns may be used in other 
ways depending on the preacher.
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• The service will last for 30-40 minutes.


• Sadly there will be no tea or coffee served after the service. Please 
leave once the service has finished and do not linger once you have left 
your seat.


• Collection: Government advice discourages taking a cash collection. If at 
all possible please give your offering by standing order or transfer. If this is 
not possible then an offering plate will be placed on a table at the back of 
the church for your money or envelope.


• Holy Communion - we will not have Communion immediately until we 
have got used to the new ways of doing things. We will then provide 
information about how Communion will be organised. 


• Youth Church - will not be meeting for the time being. Children are 
welcome but will remain under the supervision of their parents.


We hope that in time we may be able to return to more familiar ways of doing 
things, but for now, please help us to follow the guidance to reduce the risk 
of CoVid by following these procedures.


Thank you


Rev Andrew Biggs & The Stewards.


Contacts: 
To Book your seat in church contact Senior Steward Malcolm Trigg by 
Saturday on 07973 638994 or Home: 01453 827912 

Minister: Rev Andrew Biggs 01452 616118 or 07968798317
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