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Worship at Home Order of Service for Sunday 23rd August 2020

Opening Prayer 
When we see only trouble Jesus, be our vision 
When we feel only uncertainty Jesus, be our rock 
When we hear only bad news Jesus, be our hope 
In all the circumstances of our lives

Jesus, our Companion, be a light to our path 

Hymn: One more step along the world I go (StF 476) 

Sing/ Read /pray /proclaim the words:


One more step along the world I go,

one more step along the world I go;

from the old things to the new

keep me travelling along with you:

and it's from the old I travel to the new;

keep me travelling along with you.


Round the corners of the world I turn,

more and more about the world I learn;

all the new things that I see

you'll be looking at along with me:


As I travel through the bad and good,

keep me travelling the way I should;


where I see no way to go

you'll be telling me the way, I know:


Give me courage when the world is rough,

keep me loving though the world is tough;

leap and sing in all I do,

keep me travelling along with you:


You are older than the world can be,

you are younger than the life in me;

ever old and ever new,

keep me travelling along with you: 

Sydney Carter (1915-2004) 
 
Let us pray together 
Gracious God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, mindful, compassionate, constant, thank you for loving 
us through every season of our lives. May we believe that you call us into a new day, that you call 
each of us by our name, that we belong to you. And gathered or scattered, you hold us together 
in love. 

Generous and merciful God, the only way to come to you each day is in truth, for you know us 
completely and love us as we are. Shine your gentle light on us so that we can know ourselves to 
be real, honest and forgiven. Thank you in Jesus’ name. Amen.


Today’s Gospel Reading: Matthew 16: 13-20 

Time to Reflect 

Take a time to sit quietly


A time of prayer 
Holy and gracious God, we pray for others, prayers that bring to mind the world’s realities. Please 
teach us not to be afraid, because it is here we find you, sharing this deeply troubled world with 
us.

Please bless all who are continuing to make a difference: scientists working faster than ever 
before to find cure or vaccine for covid-19; chefs, volunteers, entertainers, neighbours and 
countless more. May they know your laughter and love.

We ask you to bless all who are there to care for those who are at their lowest, especially in health 
and care services. May they know your persevering strength.
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We pray for the hundreds of thousands who are grieving here and across the world: for the loss of 
loved ones, loss of livelihood, loss of confidence and hope, loss of any sense of wellbeing. May 
they know your comfort, strong and everlasting.

We pray for people who need the world to be a more just and equal place, and for those who 
have power to make changes. May it happen quickly and peacefully. May they know your 
righteousness.

We pray for all who need the world to remember them: refugees and asylum seekers, all living in 
poverty and suffering from climate change. May we remember; may they know your provision 
through us.

We pray for young people receiving exam results and suffering the stress and anxiety caused by 
the results allocation system. May they know the love and strength of Christ to guide them 
through their lives.

Thank you for all, profoundly known and loved, who enrich our lives every day.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven

Hallowed be thy name

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done

On earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread

And forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory

for ever and ever Amen.


Hymn: God to enfold you (StF 648)  
Can be sung to ‘Morning has broken’ 


God to enfold you,

Christ to uphold you,

Spirit to keep you in heaven's sight;

so may God grace you,

heal and embrace you,

lead you through darkness

into the light. 

John L. Bell (b. 1949)


A prayer of blessing 
Generous God, please fill your holy gift of life with grace; please bless your fragile gift of life with 
joy; please help us always to cherish your precious gift of life.  Amen. 


Original Materials by Jean Hudson 
All  Hymns reproduced under CCLI: 176885 
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