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It’s the beginning of May and later this week we expect the 

government to announce what the closure of the Covid 19 

lockdown might begin to look like. Amid all the uncertainty 

we can be confident that it will be phased, and it will take 

time. We are not going to return to the pattern of church 

life that we were familiar with at the beginning of this year. 

Many people talk about a “new normal.” I also heard one 

commentator talking about the health service having 

“pressed the reset button.” He was saying that during the 

crisis new patterns of work had been developed that would 

be carried into the future and there would not be a return 

to some of the old patterns of working.  

In the Christian year we are in the gap between Easter and Pentecost. For the followers of Jesus, it was a time 

of waiting and a time of uncertainty. They knew that Jesus was alive and that he promised to be with them. 

They did not know the future that God had in store for them, but they had been given instruction that they 

should wait for God’s power to come upon them and that would mean things would be different. 

Perhaps we can see the lockdown and it’s phased lifting as a time of waiting in which we have the space to 

discern the new things that God is saying to us and wanting to change amongst us. It's worth us using the 

space to pause and ask ourselves what we have learned during this time.   

We have discovered that worship always remains at the very heart of the people we are. Although we have 

been unable to meet for services and being deprived of Holy Communion we have  had a real sense of being 

part of a worshipping community as we have used services at home and as joined in Zoom services and other 

“virtual” acts of worship. In these services we have experienced God’s grace. Making space to focus on God in 

a variety of ways will always be the core of everything that we do. 

Over the past six weeks pastoral visitors and ministers have been in touch with people who are either on the 

fringe of the church or who have nothing to do with the church normally. They have been delighted to receive 

this pastoral contact. Pastoral care as a means of reaching out to people with the love of Christ continues to 

be foundational to our life. 

We said that churches could only be opened if they were to be used for reaching out to the most vulnerable 

people in our society. In Stonehouse, the church is used as a central point for The Long Table project to deliver 

meals to people throughout Gloucestershire.  Serving our neighbours means giving priority in our activities to 

being with the most vulnerable, listening to their stories and being prepared to be transformed by them. The 

question of why we have our buildings and how we use them to is an urgent one. 

While we must be aware of those who have no access to the Internet, the way in which information technology 

has enabled us to be together and reach people in considerable numbers is a reminder that there is a lot of 

work that we can do to engage in digital evangelism.  

As we find ways of coming back together physically and using our buildings again we need to be open to the 

Holy Spirit of God doing a reset in the life of our church as we reflect carefully and critically about what we 

have discovered while in lockdown.  

Grace, mercy, and peace to you.  


