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Opening Prayer

Almighty God, I am here to worship you. I join with Christians all around the world, and 
with all the company of heaven, to offer you my praise. 

Hymn: STF 94 To God be the Glory

Verse 1
To God be the glory, great things he has 
done! 
So loved he the world that he gave us his 
Son, 
who yielded his life in atonement for sin, 
and opened the life-gate that all may go in: 

Chorus 1
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 
Let the earth hear his voice! 
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 
Let the people rejoice! 
O come to the Father, through Jesus the 
Son; 
and give him the glory - 
great things he has done! 

Verse 2
O perfect redemption, the purchase of 
blood, 
to every believer the promise of God! 
And every offender who truly believes, 
that moment from Jesus a pardon 
receives: 

Verse 3
Great things he has taught us, 
great things he has done, 
and great our rejoicing through Jesus the 
Son; 
but purer, and higher, and greater will be 
our wonder, our rapture, when Jesus we 
see: 

Frances Jane van A1styne (Fanny Crosby) 
(1820-1915) 

Let us pray together

Loving God, we come, each of us just as we are, with hopes and fears, joys and sorrows, 
and lay them all before you

Help me to know that you are with me now. Grant me the assurance that, in your love, you 
receive me, accept me and forgive me.

Give me a thankful heart for all that you have done for me through your Son, Jesus Christ, 
and let your Holy Spirit guide me as I worship you. 

A Reading from Acts 17: 22-31

Today’s Gospel Reading:  John 14:15-21

Reflection:
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A time of prayer

Ask God, our heavenly Father, to make the presence of the Holy Spirit real to you now. 
Invite the Holy Spirit to guide you as you pray.

Remember before God your local church and all its people. Give thanks that its mission 
continues even if it cannot meet for worship at present. Pray that the Holy Spirit may direct 
its work and strengthen all its members in the tasks to which they are called. Pray for the 
wider church that by word and action it may proclaim to the world God’s love in Jesus 
Christ.

Remember before God our world and its leaders. Pray for peace, for a just and sustainable 
use of its resources and for greater recognition of our responsibility to care for all creation. 
Give thanks for those who work to combat disease; for scientists, doctors, nurses and all 
who care for the sick, the aged and the vulnerable. Ask God to bless and strengthen them.

Remember before God people you know who particularly need your prayers at this time: 
family members, friends, neighbours, fellow church members, people you would normally 
meet regularly but from whom you are now separated. Think of those who are ill, or 
anxious, or grieving. Pray that the presence and power of the Holy Spirit may surround 
and sustain them.

Ask the Holy Spirit to show you how you can be part of the answer to your prayers. 
Christian Aid Week has just ended, and the work of Christian Aid among the poor of the 
world is as important as ever at this time. Perhaps you could send a donation, bearing in 
mind that much of their usual fundraising may not be possible this year. Maybe someone 
you have prayed for would love to receive a phone call from you. As God blesses you, so 
may you be a blessing to others in Jesus’ name.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father ……

Hymn: 397 The Spirit Lives  
Verse 1
The Spirit lives to set us free, 
walk, walk in the light; 
he binds us all in unity, 
walk, walk in the light. 

Chorus 1
Walk in the light, walk in the light, 
walk in the light, walk in the light of the 
Lord.
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Verse 2
Jesus promised life to all, 
walk, walk in the light; 
the dead were wakened by his call, 
walk, walk in the light.

Verse 3
He died in pain on Calvary, 
walk, walk in the light; 
to save the lost like you and me, 
walk, walk in the light.

Verse 4
We know his death was not the end, 
walk, walk in the light; 

he gave his Spirit to be our friend, 
walk, walk in the light.

Verse 5
By Jesus' love our wounds are healed, 
walk, walk in the light; 
the Father's kindness is revealed, 
walk, walk in the light.

Verse 6
The Spirit lives in you and me, 
walk, walk in the light; 
his light will shine for all to see, 
walk, walk in the light.

Damian Lundy (1944–1996) 

A prayer of blessing

May God the Father bless us;
May Christ take care of us; 
May the Holy Spirit enlighten us all the 
days of our life. 
The Lord be our Defender and Keeper of 
body and soul, 
both now and for ever, to the ages of ages. 
Amen. 
(The Book of Cerne, 9th century)
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